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Message From the 

Superintendent
On Tuesday, November 7, the Marlington Local 
Schools will place Issue 45 on the ballot. It is a five 
year, 8.5 mill operating RENEWAL levy, which is NOT 
A NEW TAX. The approval of this levy is critical to our 
district and allows us to maintain the programs, ser-
vices and staff currently in place. This operating levy 
was passed originally in 2003 and is up for renewal 
every five years.

The operating levy generates approximately $2.5 mil-
lion per year and allows us to pay for our day-to-day 
operations including staff salaries, benefits, utilities, 
etc. The dollars also allow us to provide important 
student support services, such as occupational ther-
apy, physical therapy, speech therapy and counsel-
ing.

The revenue from issue 45 is even more important 
as Ohio’s new biennium budget cut state funding to 
Marlington by approximately $380,000 in each of the 
next 2 years.

If you have any questions regarding our RENEWAL 
levy, Issue 45, please contact me.

Yours in Education,

Joe Knoll
Superintendent
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VOTE
ABSENTEE !

If you will be out of town on Election Day or find that absentee voting better fits your schedule, download an 
application for an Absentee Voter’s Ballot. Visit www.starkcountyohio.gov/board-of-elections and click on Ab-
sentee Voting. All absentee ballots must be postmarked the day before Election Day (Nov. 6) and received no 
later than 10 days after the election. 

For more information on voter registration, absentee voting, polling place locations or other frequently asked 
questions, visit the Stark County Board of Elections website at www.starkcountyohio.gov/board-of-elections.
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Marlington’s 2016-2017 District Report Card Results
By: Carole Sutton, Assistant Superintendent/Curriculum Director

In September, the Ohio Depart-
ment of Education released 
the district report cards for the 
2016-2017 school year. 

On the report card, the district 
saw an increase in several key 
areas. First, the district increased 
its Gap Closing from an F to a C 
in one year’s time. The district 
also saw an increase in students 
Prepared for Success, and stu-

dent test results increased in 14 
areas. 

For K-3 Literacy, more students 
are on track to be reading at 
grade level by the end of their 
third-grade year. The district’s 
graduation rate remains steady 
at an A. 

All of these improvements came 
despite the increase from 75 

percent to 80 percent of stu-
dents needing to pass the state 
tests to meet an indicator. 

We are incredibly proud of our 
students, teachers and staff for 
the increases in achievement 
this past school year. Their hard 
work and dedication is evident. 

While we realize the importance 
of the report card, and will con-

tinue to improve in the areas we 
need to, our students are more 
than these ratings. Our focus 
will continue to be on what our 
students need and how we can 
foster growth for each individ-
ual student. Our district is full 
of hard-working and talented 
individuals who achieve amaz-
ing things in and outside of the 
classroom every day.
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Financial Report
By: Leslie Pierce, Treasurer

M is for Marlington!

The school year 2017-18 is underway 
and it is exciting to see the staff, stu-
dents and community using and en-
joying the various building and facility 
improvements that were completed 
over the summer.

At the time of my last report, we were 
just finishing the 2017 fiscal year and 
waiting on the finalization of the Bien-
nium Budget from the State for Fiscal 
Years 2018 and 2019. The district’s 
funding was reduced by the state by 
approximately $380,000 in each of the 
next two years. Our Operating Bud-
get in our main Operating or General 
Fund has been adjusted accordingly.

Each year in October and May, 
School Districts are required to pro-
vide an update to their Five Year Fore-
cast. Our updated Five Year Forecast 
is reviewed by our Board of Education 
and provided on our School District 
website under the Treasurer’s Portal. 
Included in the Five Year Forecast 
are the results of the previous three 
years Receipts, Expenses and Cash 

Balances in our main Operating or 
General Fund. The table included 
shows the highlights of the past 3 
years. In Fiscal Year 2017, one of the 
more significant changes is a transfer 
of $1,500,000 from the Operating or 
General Fund to the Permanent Im-
provement Fund to largely finance the 
improvements made at our Middle 
School building. Excluding this trans-
fer, the District operated in the black 
or kept expenses less than receipts 
during Fiscal Year 2017.

Looking ahead, we have an 8.5 mill 
operating levy that is up for renewal 
beginning this November 2017. This 
operating levy provides approxi-
mately $2.5 million annually towards 
our annual budget in our Operating/
General Fund of approximately $22 
million. These funds support regular 
operating expenditures such as sal-
aries, benefits, educational supplies, 
educational software, and numerous 
services for the students. This oper-
ating levy is Issue 45 on the Nov. 7, 

2017 ballot and we very much appre-
ciate the communities continued sup-
port of the renewal of this operating 
levy; this is not a new tax.

As a reminder, the school district 
joined the Treasurer of Ohio’s ‘Ohio 
Check Book’ online reporting of ex-
penditures by school district in Fis-
cal Year 2017. This online source 
provides the public access to the 
school districts spend by year, by 
vendor, by type of expenditure, 
etc. The website can be found at:  

http://local.ohiocheckbook.com. 

We are awaiting the decisions by the 
Board in regards to the plan going for-
ward to resolve the capital improve-
ment needs of several of our School 
Buildings; more to come on this much 
needed investment!

Lastly, as always, we are here to an-
swer any questions you may have. I 
can be reached at l_pierce@marling-
tonlocal.org.

Go Dukes!

Marlington Local Schools received 
mini-grants from ArtsnStark that re-
sulted in the writing and illustrating of 
our districts own book, “M is for Mar-
lington.” This publication is a spin on 

the works of children’s authors Marcia 
Schonberg and Jerry Pallotta, highlight-
ing important facts, community land-
marks, and student activities related to 
the Marlington Local Schools. A team 
of teachers met throughout the year to 
create a truly collab-
orative, cross-cur-
ricular, cross grade 
level project that 
would make our 
school and com-
munity proud. High 
school students in 

Ms. Boron’s photography class took 
pictures over the course of 18 months, 
the middle school students in Mrs. 
Quintus’ eighth-grade art class created 
potential book covers, and fifth-grade 
students under the guidance and direc-

tion of Mrs. Beadles and Mrs. Kellams 
composed the text. Middle school stu-
dent, Ella Dipold’s artwork was select-
ed for the cover design. Copies may be 
found on display in each building and 
at the central office.

Jennfier Beadles Stephanie Boron Katie Kellams Megan Quintus Ella Dipold
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In-Person Voting
Voters may vote early in person at the Stark County Board of Elec-
tions office starting 29 days prior to the election.

Voters will be required to complete an application that requests iden-
tification information.

In-Person voting will take place from October 11 - November 6. The 
hours for in-person voting are below:

October 11 - October 27 ........8:00 am – 5:00 pm (Monday - Friday)

October 30 - November 3 ..... 8:00 am – 7:00 pm (Monday – Friday)

November 4 ......................................... 8:00 am - 4:00 pm (Saturday)

November 5 ........................................... 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm (Sunday)

November 6 ...........................................8:00 am - 2:00 pm (Monday)

You will be required to fill out an application to vote in-person. On this 
application, you will be required to provide a form of identification.

The office is located at:

3525 Regent Ave NE, Canton, Ohio 44705
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